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CELEBRATING HAITI
NEW VISION FUELED BY PARTNERSHIPS AND PROGRESS

Photographer Gabriel Tait stretches out at the Grace Community School to get just the right angle while on assignment in Haiti.

On assignment in Haiti . . .

T

he photography and writing of Gabriel B. Tait, Ph.D., is featured in this celebration issue because Lott
Carey Herald readers deserve to have one of the best visual storytellers in the country chronicle the progress
in Haiti. Be prepared to be blessed by his words and pictures as he highlights the new partnership between
Lott Carey and Mission of Grace. Some images will speak directly to your heart. Others will stir your soul.
All will leave you wanting to share this issue with friends and family. Dr. Tait, an ordained minister who serves at
Carter Temple CME church in Jonesboro, Arkansas, is an assistant professor of multimedia journalism in the College
of Liberal Arts and Communication at Arkansas State University. He earned his doctorate and master’s degree in
Intercultural Studies from Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky, and a bachelor’s degree in Communication from Slippery Rock University in Pennsylvania. His research includes photojournalism practices, visual research
methods, and participatory photography. His current work, Are They the Greatest? A Visual Comparative Analysis of
Muhammad Ali and Maya Angelou, is scheduled for publication this year in Visual Communication Quartely. Tait and
his wife, Erica, have two sons, Devon and Galen, and a rescue dog, Boots.
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More than
100 years in
Haiti, and Lott
Carey’s journey
continues
By Dr. David Emmanuel Goatley
Executive Secretary-Treasurer

I don’t feel noways tired,
I’ve come too far from where I started from.
Nobody told me that the road would be easy,
I don’t believe He brought me this far to leave me.

T

he classic James Cleveland song, written by Curtis
Burrell, reminds me that Lott Carey began its
missions partnership in Haiti more than a century
ago. Although we had to discontinue regular support
for a quarter century because political turmoil in the country
affected our work with churches, we have had the privilege of
partnerships with durable and creative partners in that country
for a century. The beauty of global missions partnership in a
robust network is that sustainability is more possible because of
multiple linkages and support.
Working in Haiti is tough. Living in Haiti is tougher.
Western countries and multinational corporations have
devastated Haiti with economic boycotts, racist geopolitical
policies, military intervention, by destabilizing its government,
and failing to act responsibly when international military and
development personnel sexually exploited or create fatal health
crises for its citizens.
Strangely enough, although the United States is indebted
Continued on Page 11

Lott Carey is committed
to serve in Haiti for as
long as there is any kind
of need
By Kathi L. Reid

P

eople continue to ask why Lott Carey is still involved in Haiti.
The answer is simple–because Haiti still needs our help,
whether it is to address human rights, health crisis, political
turmoil, or a natural disaster. So I will continue to encourage
you to Go, Pray and/or Give. As you read the articles captured in this
edition, pray and ask God how you can help Haiti rise again.
Since 2011, 500 persons have answered the call to
GO to Haiti. Thank you to every person who served
on the 50-plus Short-Term Missions (STM) to
Haiti and for being a witness to Christ’s love and
compassion for the people of Haiti. Also, a special
thanks to the team leaders who have come alongside
with a passion for service to make these teams a success: Dr. Micah McCreary, Rev. Linda Vanhook, CaroKathi L.
lyn Price, Jersey Joe Wilson, Tony Taylor, Kenneth Reeves, Reid
Vernon Hammett, Rev. Robin Woodberry, Earl Carpenter,
Richard Christian and Yolanda Pearson.
Short Term Missions have included medical teams, university teams,
men’s building teams, several groups inclusive of pastors, men, women, and teens to serve in Haiti. Our youngest team member was 14
years old and our most senior was over 80.
Training and preparation are the basis for successful Lott Carey
STMs to Haiti. Our goal is to increase positive impact and to do no
harm by decreasing negative impact. Teams are encouraged to GO
prepared to listen and hear the voice of God; to learn, look and see the
hand of God at work; and to pray and feel the touch of God through
transforming love. Teams are also encouraged to GO with no preconceived notion of what will occur but with an expectation that the glory
of God will be revealed. By the time a team steps on Haitian soil, our
hope is that each person is flexible, humble, and has an open heart and
outreached hands ready to serve others where needed.
Kathi L. Reid is Program Manager, Haiti & Disaster Services,
for Lott Carey.
Since August 2015, Mission of Grace, in Carries, Haiti, has been
Lott Carey’s STM partner. Please join us for one of the upcoming
2018-2019 short-term missions teams. Registration and more
information is available at www.aabmc.org:

Haitian Revolution depicted in historical painting.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Puerto Rico–LC Men on Missions–October 13-20, 2018.
Haiti NBCA–LC Men on Missions–November 10-17, 2018.
Haiti COED STM–November 24-December 1, 2018.
Australia–Pastoral Excellence Network–February 4-16, 2019.
Haiti COED STM–February 23-March 2, 2019.
Haiti Youth STM–July 21-28, 2019.
Haiti NBCA–LC Men on Missions–November 2-9, 2019.
Haiti COED STM–November 23-30, 2019.
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Lott Carey and Mission of Grace will do great
things because Bondye bon (God is good)
By Linotte “Lynn” Joseph

W

CARRIES, HAITI—
hen I first met Rev. Dr.
DeForest “Buster” Soaries Jr.
in 2010, I knew immediately that he would be a great
advocate for the mission I was starting. But I
never imagined how influential he would be.
Little did I know that he would introduce us
to Lott Carey and from that initial meeting
our relationship would blossom. We are
entering our fifth year in partnership.
When a devastating mudslide hit our
village in 2015, Dr. Soaries, who pastors the
First Baptist Church of Lincoln Gardens in
Somerset, New Jersey, heard the news and
contacted me so he could arrange for people
to come, assess the damage, and see what
could be done to help the 67 families left
homeless.
God’s timing was perfect. Lott Carey was
finishing up a long-term project at Lambi
Village just outside the capital of Port-auPrince and was looking for another place
in Haiti to take under its wings. And so we
were brought together.
From the very beginning of the Mission
of Grace I had the vision of what could be,
but I have relied on others every step of the
way to see that vision become reality. It still
amazes me that so many people have willingly given all or part of their lives to serve
in our village. Hundreds, perhaps thousands,
of people have come from all over the world
and it is humbling for me that they do. We
have opened our arms to anyone who is
willing to serve in a place that is sometimes
difficult to love.
A part of my vision was to see people of
color, be they Haitian or not, coming to Haiti as missionaries and sharing their history
as blacks. One might think that this would
be a given, but that has not always been the
case. I used to think, “Okay, God, what’s
up with black people?” because we had few
black people come to the mission until Lott
Carey’s arrival. However, we are now being
blessed with far more teams of color than
even I could have dreamt.
Lott Carey’s initial team to the Mission
of Grace helped build our new Grandma
House’s foundation, but they did much
4
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Linotte “Lynn” Joseph, founder and CEO of Mission of Grace: “The love and generosity that each
Lott Carey team displays humbles me.”
more than physical labor. Their presence
allowed the people of our community to see
people like themselves who were successful,
righteous, and fruitful coming to serve them
and the Lord. When the Lott Carey teams
walk around the village and take part in all
the various activities and projects, they are
scrutinized by the villagers because in those
visiting missionaries they can see themselves.
They see those who look similar, and it gives
hope that one day they will be able to rise
above poverty and that the country will one
day be delivered. That might sound high and
mighty, but I praise God for sending us black
people.
The love and generosity that each Lott
Carey team displays humbles me. They have
never left us empty-handed. Their generosity
extends far beyond money, although their
financial support has allowed us to build
houses in Grace Village up on the mountain,
build toilets at the orphanage, and contributed to the success of several other projects.
In some respects, that first Lott Carey team
planted seeds for those that have followed,
allowing the relationship to mature. The soil
of Carries is rocky but roots run deep, and
I feel that the bond between the Mission of
Grace and Lott Carey is rooted firmly on our

mountainside.
I want to acknowledge Kathi L. Reid, program manager, Haiti & Disaster Services, for
Lott Carey, whose enthusiasm makes others
want to follow her to our little village. She
makes things easy for the teams that come
and makes life easier for those of us here. She
is boundless in the love and appreciation she
gives to those sometimes forgotten, such as
our nannies and other workers in the mission
who toil countless hours and are rarely given
credit for what they do. She encourages me
and is always positive about what the mission
is and will be. For that, I thank her.
I sometimes wonder about the future of
the mission—about where we are going and
how we will get there. But I don’t dwell too
much on that future because I am confident
that God will always lead us. I also know
He formed the partnership with Lott Carey
and together our organizations will do great
things because Bondye bon, which is Haitian
Creole for “God is good.”
Joseph is founder and CEO of Mission of
Grace, a Christian nonprofit based in Carries,
Haiti. She tells the story of the organization
in her book All Things Possible, available on
Amazon.
Lott Carey Herald/Summer 2018

Pastor Pierre Louis Marc, the 92-year-old president of USEBH Lott Carey, surrounded by local pastors and youth.

Photo: Gabriel B. Tait

Haitian Clergy Strategize Impact and
Improvements with Lott Carey Missionaries
‘Missions has to do with helping people moneywise and spiritually’
By Gabriel B. Tait
and Destini Lattimore

T

he day is clear. The sun is starting
to warm the two-lane road as
we cross the St. Marc boundary.
“They are right there,” says a voice
from the back seat. Five men are standing
on the side of the road waving. They’re
signaling for the silver Nissan Pathfinder to
slow down and follow them. They cross the
road and again signal the vehicle to follow
them down a path. The grass is overgrown.
Slowly we drive up the hill and then down
even slower. The group of five joins another
five men. They are leaders and teachers from
the community who have arrived at Siege
mission L’Union Strategique’ des Eglises Baptistes D’Haiti (USEBH) in St. Marc, Haiti.
The local USEBH pastors are discussing their
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ministry impact and future opportunities
of service with members of the Lott Carey
team.
Support and Growth
The 28 churches of the USEBH seek to
operate elementary and secondary schools for
hundreds of children who otherwise would
never have opportunities to attend school.
The organization dedicates itself to promoting the socio-economic development of
the Haitian community. The USEBH’s five
objectives strive to improve the overall living
conditions of Haitians in the aftermath of
the earthquake. The proposals:
• Improve the quality of teaching within
classical, vocational and theological
schools of USEBH.
• Strengthen agriculture animal husbandry for USEBH farmers.

• Address the health problems at USEBH.
• Create a micro credit enterprise for
USEBH.
• Revitalize the spiritual activities of the
USEBH Mission at the local, regional
and national levels.
The improvement of quality education
is worth expounding. The aforementioned
schools use a six-step plan that includes:
training teachers and increasing their salaries,
building and supporting school canteens, developing a multimedia lab that serves as both
a computer lab and library, and supporting
extra-curricular sports programs to increase
physical activities among the youth. They
are seeking also to improve the education
of their local pastors by establishing and
building theological training centers. It is
the USEBH’s belief these centers will assure
Continued on Page 6
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Pastor Pierre Louis Marc, above, sees missions as a way to help
people both spiritually and materially. Left, local pastors arriving
for meeting.
sound theological teaching.
Marc Arthur St. Cyr, the vice-president
of the USEBH, said the proposed support
will empower their ministry with the tools
they need to impact the community. As a
middle-school teacher and pastor of a local
church, St. Cyr suggested that education is
the most pressing issue for Haitians. But he
also wants to see a spiritual revival that will
change people and the government of Haiti.
“I want God to make people who are in
church to influence people who are not in
church to see reasons to be in church,” St.
Cyr said.
The Tradition of a Leader
Pastor Pierre Louis Marc, the 92-year-old
president of USEBH Lott Carey, is one of 22
pastors at Lott Carey. He said most people
in Haiti look at missions as a social action.
However, Marc also said he sees missions
as a way to help people both spiritually and
materially.
“Missions has to do with helping people
moneywise and spiritually,” Marc said. He
6

said his model of missions stems from his
ministry experiences with both Dr. Wendell
Clay Somerville and Dr. David Emmanuel
Goatley. He said their ministries with Lott
Carey are important to Haiti. Marc said he
appreciates the work of Lott Carey, the missionary who led the first Baptist missionaries
to Africa from the United States in 1821.
The pastor referred to Carey as the “pioneer
of the missionary.”
As a pastor, Marc recognizes the important
role the local church holds in the mission.
When asked about the church’s purpose as it
relates to the overall mission, Marc responded with two simple but clear objectives:
preach the gospel and help others. To help
others in his communities, clean water and
food are needed, Marc said. The lack of clean
water has been a consistent concern. Cholera was the big issue during Lott Carey’s last
visit to the mission, St. Cyr said.
“Cholera never finishes. It’s still an issue,”
he said. “Lott Carey’s support helped address
the immediate healthcare needs for community members and we are appreciative for

their help.” But the problem persists. The
mission hopes its Lott Carey partnership will
again help develop a useful fix for suitable filtration systems that can consistently provide
clean water to the people.
Holistic ministry is the stated goal for
the USEBH and its local churches. With
the material, financial, and spiritual support
from Lott Carey, the mission believes it can
develop better clean water and sustainable
food programs.
The food programs will included staples such as rice and potatoes. Like Paul’s
missional assignments, “If we are able to feed
the people of our communities, they will be
better able to receive the gospel,” St. Cyr
said. Perhaps, as their community develops
the holistic mission, there will be others that
will stand on the side of the road to greet
another team as they visit.
Gabriel B. Tait teaches at Arkansas State
University, where Destini Lattimore majors
in multimedia journalism and is editor of the
school’s independent newspaper, The Herald.
Lott Carey Herald/Summer 2018

Missions connect world to Christ

E

ach missions trip is different, but the objectives stay the same. Our recent missions trip to
Carries, Haiti, was to help construct a foundation for a boys’ orphanage. The terrain was hilly
and rocky on the side of a mountain. I knew from four
previous Haiti missions trips that building projects are
done by hand. There’s no modernized equipment to work
with. However, each project connects us with the love of
Jesus Christ. We are connected, whether we are American
or Haitian, black or white, young or old. We are connected by God’s commandment to “Love your neighbor as
yourself ” (Matthew 19:19), and distance does not matter.
Missions trips give us so many opportunities to witness
and tell somebody about the love of God. More important,
they show others how God’s love is demonstrated. Lott
Carey helps us realize the importance of missions work as
it opens eyes and hearts to exercise compassion for others,
and keeps us connected to our brothers and sisters in Haiti
and around the world.
Photos and Text by Herbert “Herb” Hawkins, Team Photographer and Deacon, Maple Springs Baptist Church, Capitol
Heights, Maryland
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A CHANGE IS GOING TO COME

LET’S CALL IT THE GREAT
HAITIAN RENOVATION OF
MIND, BODY, AND SPIRIT
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Celebrating Haiti

12 Lynn & Jean-Claude: Grace Begets Grace
16 Grace Church: What a Fellowship
20 Grace School: Diamond in the Rough
26 Judge Lionel: Robed Revolutionary
28 Men’s Bible Study
29 Women’s Bible Study
30 Soup Kitchen: Food for Thought
32 Haiti’s Envoy: Big-Picture Diplomat
36 Carries Clinic: Healthcare with Heart
40 Children of Grace Orphanage
42 Manicures: Grateful Smiles
Photo: Gabriel B. Tait
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Wood sculptures at the Ogier-Fombrun Museum in Montrouis depict the colonial history of slavery and plantation commerce.

T

Photos and Text by Gabriel B. Tait

ransformation is obvious in Port-au-Prince,
Haiti’s capital city. The crumbling presidential
palace is gone and a new citadel is being rebuilt.
New roads, bridges, high-end hotels and restaurants seem to stand at attention, waiting for
inspection. The city center featuring Le Marron
Inconnu (the unknown slave), a bronze statue
depicting a runaway slave, is being renovated. And churches and
government buildings are on the rise.
While driving to Carries, about 40 miles northwest of the capital, I
immediately notice the difference. The areas are rural and mountainous but offer incredible views of the Caribbean Sea. Here too change
is evident: a new Olympic training facility for Haitians, new communities sprouting, and a memorial to earthquake victims—Ayiti pa pral
bliye—“Haiti will not forget.”
Nor will I.
This is my fourth visit to Haiti. This February 2018 visit provides
another opportunity to assess and document how the country is
changing. The locations for this assignment were different but the
mission was the same: Show life on the ground and report back to
the ministry partners.
In 2012, my assignment for the Lott Carey Foreign Mission
Convention and the African American Baptist Mission Collaboration
partnership was to provide their ministry partners with an unvarnished view of the challenges and successes taking place in Haiti since
the January 2010 earthquake that killed over 300,000 persons.
While on the ground we showed Haitians settling into their
new homes in the Santo and Grace Village communities. We also
highlighted how Haitians and their American ministry partners were
addressing the ecological and educational challenges by planting
trees and supporting local scholarships for children to continue their
10

education. Faith, hope, and love amid devastation were the themes
that evolved from that assignment. I wrote in the August 2012 Lott
Carey Herald, “My perspective is changed,” talking about my view of
the country’s recovery efforts. By seeing first-hand the material and
missional efforts, I wrote, “Haiti is surviving and rising through its
adversities. Amid the devastation, there is so much beauty—if you
look through the lens.”
Haitians are resilient. To use the observations of Linotte “Lynn” Joseph, founder and CEO of Mission of Grace, “The people of Carries
lack material wealth and are oftentimes hungry, but they have a spirit
that is of wealth and is of the sort that even a rich person cannot buy.”
During my most recent visit, my previous observations were both
confirmed and enhanced. Haiti is indeed filled with beauty. This
most recent revival only affirms Haiti’s revolutionary identity and
ability to re-emerge stronger and better.
While there are still some challenges in the country—such as poverty, lack of infrastructure, and educational disparity—Haitians press
forward. Although the wheels of change turn slowly, conversion and
growth are happening in Haiti! Children are being born, leaders
continue to emerge, and communities find new and creative ways to
grow and thrive.
Ronald Dean of Charlotte, North Carolina, and a member of the
Lott Carey mission team, says all he sees is growth in Haiti.
“The places I have visited since I have been coming here are
changing for the better. Buildings are being built. People are being
empowered. And there are a lot of kids going to school,” Dean said.
His first-hand knowledge and five missions assignments to Haiti with
Lott Carey serve as a useful barometer for measuring change. God’s
providence in Haiti is evident through the resilience of the people
and the recovery of the country from the devastating disaster in 2010.
While there is progress, there is more to do. That is why Lott Carey
is still forming partnerships in Haiti, including the partnership with
Mission of Grace.
Lott Carey Herald/Summer 2018

Top left, clockwise: Madam Nikola
sews in her room at the Grace Elderly Home in Carries village; Children
of Grace nannies relax with children
at the orphanage; Jamesky, 3 looks
up to Madam Manetide during
a visit to their three-room home,
which serves as a template for three
others under construction in the
mountains of Carries village; and a
boat guide provides an alternative
view of Carries village from the
Caribbean Sea.

PARTNERSHIPS
Continued from Page 3

to Haiti for much of its land mass, the
United States government has been no
friend to Haiti across the years. Enslaved
Africans revolted against slavery that
forced them to work on sugar plantations
for the French colony of SaintDomingue (Haiti’s name then). The
successful liberation struggle that began
in 1791 was so costly to France that it
was a central reason for the Louisiana
Purchase, which nearly doubled the land
size of the United States in the early
1800s. Without the Louisiana Purchase,
the United States would have stopped
at the Mississippi. The land included
what is now full or portions of 15 states.
The racism embedded in the American
political leaders at the time and
following, however, did not value Haiti’s
Lott Carey Herald/Summer 2018

contribution to American independence
and prosperity. Haiti, it seems, has been
punished for being a friend to America’s
freedom in its nascent years.
Lott Carey, however, does not avoid
tough places for partnership in its
Christian witness throughout the world.
Lott Carey seeks to partner with sisters
and brothers who are seeking to be
light in darkness—in Zimbabwe with
its economic collapse and political
crises; in Liberia through a generation
of civil unrest and war; in Nigeria in its
internal violence, and in Haiti with its
social, political and economic distress
throughout its history.
The historic earthquake in Haiti in
2010 did not propel Lott Carey into
action. It did, however, deepen and
broaden the scope of our continuing
work there. We have sustained our
historic partnership with the Strategic

Union of Baptist Churches in Haiti
and we have several additional
partnerships. Our witness includes
supporting locally led ministries to build
houses, provide medical care, support
children’s education, sponsor youth
and young adult Christian formation,
sponsor churches, advance economic
development and more. The pages of this
Lott Carey Herald magazine offer images
and stories to give you a sample of the
work of which you are part. As you read,
please listen for the voices of our partners
as though it is a Macedonian call from
God through Haitians to “come over and
help us.”
Serving,
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Lynn Joseph shares a warm hug with Madame Felicia following Women’s Bible Study at Grace Community Church in Carries.

LOTT CAREY’S NEW
PARTNERS GRANTED
GRACE, THEN
EXPANDED GRACE
‘Here in Haiti they can’t call 911. They only have us’

12
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Lynn Joseph, center,
confers with Mission of
Grace ministry partners
Meagan Henry of
Atlanta, Georgia, left,
and Carine Dorlus
of Philadelphia.,
Pennsylvania.

Photos and Text by Gabriel B. Tait

W

hen Linotte
“Lynn” Joseph enters a room, it’s as
if a light has been
turned on. She
greets everyone
with a kiss and a hug. She always asks, “How
are you doing?” Her personal connection
with each person makes them feel special.
Her husband, Pastor Jean-Claude Joseph is
much more reserved. His quiet unassuming
personality seems to perfectly complement
his wife’s. Married since 1980, they have
initiated and sustained a vital and fruitful
ministry in Haiti.
“The Mission of Grace started with a
disobedient woman who God had to drag by
the neck to bring me back to my country,”
said Lynn, founder of the Mission of Grace
International. What does she mean? As with
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many stories, it’s complicated.
Lynn’s husband, Jean-Claude, is pastor of
Grace Community Christian Church. His
struggle with obedience to his calling was less
dramatic but nonetheless transformative. He
has served as a pastor for more than 30 years.
Time To Go Back
“It’s time to go home,” Pastor Joseph
declared in 2007 to Lynn, who was working as a court interpreter at the time. She
resisted. The Josephs had made quite a life
for themselves in West Palm Beach, Florida. They raised their five children in the
Sunshine State. They planted Grace Community Christian Church, which grew from
a couple of dozen to nearly 400 members. It
was a thriving ministry in Boca Raton. Their
ministry of empowering their leaders led to
the founding of seven separate churches.
“I was living the life, and everyone in the
community knew me and would come to me

for help,” Lynn remembered. Life was good,
so she thought.
Her husband gently reminded Lynn it was
time to return to Haiti. While Lynn was
from Haiti, she left the country when she
was 19-years-old and didn’t know anyone in
Haiti except her parents. Again, she resisted.
Lynn fell ill several times as the debate
went on for nearly three years. “I would pass
out and the doctors were unable to identify
the cause,” she said, recalling tough times in
2007. “I was becoming depressed but I didn’t
feel depressed. When they released me from
the doctors, my husband told me, ‘Let’s go
home’ and I said, ‘Yes, we are going home’
and he said, ‘No, let’s go to Haiti; God is
calling you to Haiti and I have been telling
you that, but you keep fighting it. And right
now, you are being disobedient.’”
Pastor Joseph remembers his wife telling
him, “Tell God to tell me; He has never told
me to go to Haiti personally.”
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Linotte “Lynn” Joseph
and her husband,
Pastor Jean-Claude
Joseph, have served in
some form ministry for
the past 30 years.

“God could have just killed me saying you
are disobedient, but he took me as Jonah . . .
He dragged me by the neck,” Lynn said.
She said that she was so sick she had no
choice but to return to Haiti.
“When I first moved back to Haiti, I was
like someone who would eat and drink water, but I was always thirty. It was always like
something was missing,” she said. “As soon as
God gave me this ministry, I never felt thirsty
anymore. It was living water.”
Lynn said that Mission of Grace gave her
a sense of accomplishment because she was
helping individuals who actually needed
her help. “Those folks in the United States
needed me for advice, but they could still call
911. But here in Haiti they can’t call 911.
They only have us here.”
Us=Mission of Grace
A mudslide in Carries in 2009 was the
impetus for the birth of the Mission of Grace
ministry.
“The name Mission of Grace came from
my interaction with a man who lived in a
14

cave under a big rock,” Lynn said. Through
her interactions with the man, who was
killed in a mudslide, she says she realized the
grace of God can find you wherever you are.
“Mission of Grace is about people in
need,” Lynn said, adding that it is because of
these needs and God’s grace that she is able
to identify resources to aid her community.
“If there is a need for single moms, Mission
of Grace is there. If there is a need for people
that are sick, Mission of Grace is there. If
there is a need for elderly people that have
been abused, hungry, and on the street
begging, Mission of Grace is there. Mission
of Grace is wherever the needs are. I see our
ministry always asking, ‘What would Jesus
do?’ Because we are Christ’s followers, we
will do what Christ will do.”
Pastor Joseph shares the same sentiment,
remembering the day Mission of Grace
opened the door for women and children
affected by the 2009 mudslide. “I told her,
if something like this happens you just open
your door and start helping people,” Pastor
Joseph said. Since 2009, tremendous growth

has taken place in Carries Village. The Mission of Grace is empowering the community,
developing ministry partners, and serving the
spiritual and physical needs of men, women,
and children.
The Mission of Grace has grown to include
nearly 10 ministries since its inception. The
ministries include a children’s orphanage, a
community school, a medical clinic, a home
for the elderly, a girls’ home, a boys’ home, a
youth ministry, a community church and a
soup kitchen. By any standard these programs comprise an ambitious effort to serve
all aspects of the community, and the Josephs
are not deterred from their calling in Carries. Why, you might ask, would they be?
Indigenous leadership
In Haiti, local communities are often
skeptical of outside missions organizations.
Native leaders believe outsiders will seize
leadership roles from them. Lynn insisted
their culture must be understood, embraced
and respected if outsiders were going to have
any positive influence.
Lott Carey Herald/Summer 2018

Lynn Joseph at a team
debrief at Ocean View.

“Remember, we used to be slaves. We
earned our independence by fighting,” she
said. “So, when every Haitian sees people
that don’t speak their language, who are not
the same color as them, they always remember oppression.”
This systematic oppression stems back
as early as the 1490s when Christopher
Columbus landed on the shores of Ayaiti
(modern-day Haiti). Columbus and his
compatriots brought with them an infusion
of colonialism, their Christian faith, and
oppression.
Mission of Grace motto: ‘Raising Leaders’
Lynn respects her community’s heritage
and barriers but also wants to empower them
to be the best that they can. Her approach
to missions is about holistic transformation
through sustainable partnerships. For Lynn,
that means partnerships established with
Mission of Grace must be win-win agreements that center on God.
“Whoever is coming to help the Mission of
Grace, I always tell them our leaders are Haitian leaders. Yes, they need to be trained, but
you can learn a lot from them because this is
their country,” she said, stressing the importance of integrating Haitian leaders into the
work at Mission of Grace. “I will not have
a ministry without Haitian leaders, because
those children look up to (our leaders).”
The focus of the ministry is built on
empowering people in the community, so
they can one day lead. Lott Carey, which
currently partners with Mission of Grace,
places its ministry focus on extending its
Christian witness around the world through
local prayer and financial partnerships with
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indigenous communities as they do evangelism, show compassion, empower others
in their community, and advocate for those
who are vulnerable.
Black Missionaries
Lynn said at the start of her ministry she
prayed and asked God to send black missionaries to Haiti.
“A part of my vision was to see people of
color, be they Haitian or not, coming to Haiti as missionaries and to bring with them the
history of being black,” Lynn said. “I want
people to see that there are black people who
are saved who have an interest in them, who
love the Lord too.”
The partnership with Lott Carey was an
answer to Lynn’s prayers.
In 2015, Lott Carey joined Mission of
Grace in its recovery efforts following a mudslide caused by tropical storm Erika. Kathi
Reid, program manager, Haiti & Disaster
Services, for Lott Carey, mobilized teams to
Carries to assist with disaster relief work—
debris removal, repairs, construction, and
food aid. She has mobilized 500 servants on
more than 50 Short Term Missions (STM)
teams to Haiti. A number of these assignments have been to the Mission of Grace.
The Josephs work hard to keep their ministry of inclusivity and empowerment growing.
Through partnerships with mission organizations and committed servants, Lynn’s vision
for the Mission of Grace is being realized.
She understands that growth and transformation are not the result of an isolated
interaction.
“God sent people for the ministry,” she
said. “Look at what God has done.”

“As a young woman
I left my native
country for the
United States and
for more than 30
years I had no intentions of ever making
Haiti my permanent
home again. However, as He often
does, God had other ideas.”
“To say that Carries is poor would be an
understatement…. The people of Carries
lack material wealth, and are oftentimes
hungry, but they have a spirit . . . even a
rich person cannot buy.”
(Following a mudslide) “… I invited
those who were appealing for help or
relief to come in to Ocean View because
Jesus would not have hidden himself
behind a gate, so how could I.”
“I took all the women and children in,
and opening the gate that day was the
start of Mission of Grace.”
“Carries is simply a microcosm of the
rest of Haiti; and just because we have
a thriving mission in the village, one
should not assume that all problems are
fixed or will be fixed any time soon. It is
our desire to rid the world of all ills and
pains and to harness people’s strengths
and to minimize their weaknesses, but
we are a work in progress.”
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GRACE CHURCH: STANDING
OF SPACE TO WORSHIP

W

orship is a sacred time between God and believers. It is also an opportunity to shed inhibitions and be vulnerable.
John the Evangelist reminds us that, “God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth”
(John 4:24 NIV). It is in this truth that young and old, rich and poor, friend and foe are able to come together
for the greater good of community and their faith. At Grace Community Church there is standing room only. As
Martina Parker-Sobers enters the church, she is helped up the steps. She finds there are reserved seats for her and other members
of the Lott Carey missions team. The congregation is filled with about 300 children and youth. There are also seniors and a diverse
number of missionaries of various cultures from the U.S. and Canada—perhaps a good representation of the Kingdom of God.
The crowd is eager for worship. The praise team sets the atmosphere singing Israel and New Breed’s “Alpha and Omega.” Congregants begin to weep. The spirit is high. By the time Rev. Sewall B. Smith stands to preach from Psalm 46, his eyes are flowing with
tears and he steadies himself to bring the message, which is received with great joy and fellowship.
Photos and Text by Gabriel B. Tait
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ROOM ONLY BUT PLENTY

A large crowd, above, enjoyed praise
and worship. At left, Lott Carey
team members, Pastor Sewall B.
Smith and Martina Parker-Sobers,
share a greeting during service.
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From top, clockwise: Lott Carey
team member Rev. Sewall B. Smith
during worship service at Grace
Community Church; team member
Martina Parker-Sobers entering
the church; team member Jersey Joe
Wilson Sr. greets members during
service, and children read from the
New Testament.
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Grace Community School
students climb a hill as
they head to class. Students
endure many hardships like
hunger, poverty, and lack
of running water to pursue
their education in the small
rural community.

CHILDREN CROSS ROUGH
TERRAIN AND OTHER
BARRIERS IN THEIR QUEST
TO GET AN EDUCATION
20
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Photos and Text by Gabriel B. Tait

T

he morning sun rises as young children wearing
khaki shorts, navy-blue shirts, and oversized backpacks traverse stony pathways. They are heading
hundreds of feet up the mountain. Behind them
another group follows. These children are wearing
khaki one-piece dresses and skirts. They too have
navy shirts but khaki colored backpacks. Even further in the distance
is another group of children. They are seen in the shadow of the
glistening Caribbean Sea.
To the right, a mother opens a creaking gate that claps back against
the deteriorating wood post, stopping the baby goats from escaping.
With the mother, the children, one by one, navigate the oyster shell
colored boulders and stones. A few of the children gingerly descend
Lott Carey Herald/Summer 2018

the mountain leaning on one another. Left, right, left right, stumble,
hold one another’s arm, is the pattern this group of children follows
as sweat begins to bead on their foreheads. This traveling-to-school
ritual plays out each day for the nearly 225 children who navigate the
rugged terrain of the Chaîne des Matheux mountain range.
Nothing will stop them.
They are headed to Grace Community School (GCS) for their
7:45 a.m. assembly at the flagpole. For five days, members of the
Lott Carey team observe the rituals and sacrifices many of these
students make to get to school.
GCS is part of the Mission of Grace ministry. According to Director Billy Edmond, 49, the purpose of the school is to provide an
educational environment that empowers the future leaders of Haiti,
while serving the children of Carries and the surrounding mountain
communities. They offer classes from pre-K to the seventh grade.
21

Formation
When the children arrive in the courtyard of GCS they congregate
with their friends before joining their classes. The handheld bell rings
and they quickly stand in formation. The lines are not uniform, but
they are standing by class and rank. Some in the group giggle. Others
whisper to classmates standing next to them. They are trying to
figure out, “Who are the strangers watching us?”
A voice calls out in a quiet but stern Haitian Creole accent, “Bonjou” (“Good Morning”). It’s Edmond. He’s a bald man with a baby
face. He’s wearing a navy blue jacket, white shirt, blue jeans and
brown leather shoes. The children reply, “Bonjou.” The giggles and
chatter stop. The children have their eyes to the front and take on a
posture of seriousness.
Edmond walks toward the formation. A Haitian flag is in his hand,
two horizontal bands of red and blue and a white panel with the
coat of arms, which celebrates the battle for independence in 1804.
L’Union Fait La Force–meaning ‘Strength through Unity’–the flag
declares. He hands the flag to one child. Two others listen. They open
it and tie it on string. It looks like kite string but is more durable.
One knot, two knots, finished. They pull the string. All eyes are
locked on the flag.
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Prayers and Honor
At attention, a girl and boy provide leadership. Their hands are
cupped. They are praying in Haitian Creole. Their eyes are closed.
The prayers continue. They finish, “Amen.” Their attention is back on
the flag. They pull on the string while singing. As the flag rises, the
children sing the first stanza of the Haitian National Anthem:

Pou Ayiti peyi Zansèt yo
Se pou nou mache men nan lamen
Nan mitan nou pa fèt pou gen trèt
Nou fèt pou nou sèl mèt tèt nou.
Annou mache men nan lamen
Pou Ayiti ka vin pi bèl
Annou, annou, met tèt ansanm
Pou Ayiti onon tout Zansèt yo.
For Haiti, the Country of the Ancestors
We must walk hand in hand
There must not be traitors among us
We must be ourselves unique master.
Let’s walk hand in hand
For Haiti can be more beautiful.
Let us put our heads together
To Haiti on behalf of all her ancestors.
Lott Carey Herald/Summer 2018

Opposite page: Grace Community
School students prepare for prayer
and the national anthem before the
start of school. Billy Edmond, director of Grace Community School,
says, “Education is something
people cannot live without.”
Top, this page: Grace students take
courses in math, science, history,
geography, Bible, computer science,
and several languages.
Team member Bryant Maxie
gives a high-five to Grace students
during Lott Carey’s final visit to the
school.

Lott Carey Herald/Summer 2018

23

The flag has reached the apex of the pole during the singing. The
students are focused on their day at GCS in Carries village. They
break rank, one class at a time, and head further up the mountain for
a day of learning.
Challenges in Education is Key
Those seeking education in Haiti face several challenges, including
limited funding, lack of teacher training, and lack of access to quality
schools. On average, a Haitian, 25 years or older, has less than five
years of schooling, according to USAID, an international development and humanitarian organization. The 2015 World Factbook
notes Haiti’s literacy rate is roughly 61 percent among adults (64.3
percent for males and 57.3 percent for females). For children the
numbers are concerning. About 75 percent of those who have
finished the first grade and nearly half of students finishing second
grade, the USAID notes, cannot read. Those in rural communities,
like Carries Village, are generally less educated than those in urban
areas. These facts highlight the dire need for quality education in
Haiti and in communities like Carries.
Additionally, over 85 percent of schools in Haiti have minimal
government oversight and are privately managed by Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), Churches, Communities, and
For-Profit Operators. GCS is a school established and run by the
Mission of Grace ministry. In addition to tuition fees, families seeking education for children in Haiti often have to factor the cost of
transportation, books, and school uniforms into their decision.
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Supporting Students
Edmond wants to change education in his community one student
at a time.
“Education is not only for this community, it is for all of the world;
it is the one thing that people cannot live without,” said Edmond.
GCS provides a much-needed service for those in Carries Village
and the surrounding communities.
“We want to empower our children,” says Linotte “Lynn” Joseph,
founder of Mission of Grace International, which operates the school.
While schools in Haiti are not free, GCS aims to mitigate students’
financial burden by offering them tuition-free education. Edmond
says they are looking for additional sponsors to assure students can
focus on learning.
Tuition sponsorship for students pre-K to grade 6 costs $220 per
year per child. For students in grades 7-13, it is $440 per year per
child. Annual tuition covers student uniforms, books and two meals
per day. The staff and faculty could use additional support. Additionally, GCS is seeking to increase enrollment, add classrooms, and
recruit more teachers. While enrollment is increasing, Edmond sees
an opportunity to add and educate more students in the coming
years. He is diligently working to enhance education in Haiti.
Cultural Change and Hope
GCS faces similar challenges. Staff and faculty constantly seek
funding for transportation, tuition, and even food for children coming from Carries Village and the surrounding areas.
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Top, opposite page: Teacher James
Thimothe’ drills his class in Haitian
Creole, the country’s oﬃcial language.
Top and middle, this page: Students
wash their hands, faces, and heads
during a break, and pose for a group
photo. The lack of running water and
food causes hardship for many families
in the community. Grace Community
School feeds students twice during the
school day.
Bottom, team member Ronald Dean
visits with students.

“Most of the students who are at our school are from the mountains,” said Edmond. “Before they arrived at GCS they didn’t have
possibilities of going to school.”
For children in the area, the rural and mountainous dynamics present a unique set of challenges and possibilities. Edmond noted that
developing a strategic plan which identifies the best qualified teachers
and the most robust educational plan will enable GCS to fill the void
caused by the poor economic conditions coupled with poor education that currently categorizes the region.
Like many schools in the U.S., Grace Community School struggles
with high student/teacher ratios. During missions trips, Lott Carey
has been instrumental in providing extra hands in the classroom.
As part of the strategic plan, Edmond believes hiring more quality
teachers and completing the roof on their school addition will be
useful steps.
“The target is to get the school roof and the new classrooms
finished for students before September,” said Lott Carey missionary
Martina Parker-Sobers, who has visited Carries twice since February.
“Things are moving so fast on the mountain. God is really moving. It
is amazing how the children are changing.”
Lott Carey Herald/Summer 2018
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Judge Jean-Baptiste fields
questions from the Haitian
press. He is at the United
Front forum at the Royal
Oasis hotel in Port-auPrince. He says the United
Front evolved from the work
of the Haitian Congress
to Fortify Haiti, which
led the fight to amend the
Constitution to achieve dual
citizenship.

JURIST’S MANIFESTO
CALLS ON THE UNITED
STATES AND THE WORLD
TO HELP BUILD HAITI
‘Haiti is really the Israel of African Americans’

By the Honorable Lionel Jean-Baptiste

T

CHICAGO—
he United Front of the Haitian Diaspora is a global
coalition of groups and leaders in the U.S., the Caribbean, Canada, and Europe that works to improve
Haiti through a variety of social, economic, and political initiatives. And much is needed for the island
country, which lies 600 miles off the Florida coast.
Many factors contribute to Haiti’s weakness, especially the loss
of significant brain power. A World Bank study concluded that 86
percent of Haitians with advanced degrees reside outside the nation.
Such population flight was exacerbated during the Duvalier dictatorship from 1957-1986. This group includes the doctors, lawyers,
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engineers, professors, accountants, pharmacists, tailors, plumbers,
carpenters, writers, artists, filmmakers, etc., now scattered throughout the Diaspora.
A byproduct of dictatorship is a constitution stripping away citizenship to those Haitians who fled persecution, thus limiting their
participation in the society. Still, many Haitians dispersed throughout the world decided to turn their attention to Haiti to confront
its problems and work on restoring it to the value it had manifested
as the first independent Black republic that dared to wage a 13-year
protracted war from 1791-1804 to defeat some of the strongest
nations in the world at that time.
We are dedicated to the following:
• Reintegrate into Haitian society so that we may help our fellow
Lott Carey Herald/Summer 2018

Above, the judge shares his vision of
the organization, and below with
Monalisa Ferrari, to his right, and
Kathi Reid and Joel Augustin, M.D.

Haitians develop Haiti into a stable, peaceful and prosperous
nation where everyone can enjoy a good quality of life.
• Overcome our systematic exclusion through building a strong,
creative and credible movement led by a United Front.
• Continue relief efforts while we help Haitian people achieve
self-determination. That is why our principal focus is on reunifying Haitians in the Diaspora with those inside the country to
help the country develop inside, to protect the human rights of
Haitians everywhere, and to protect Haiti’s interest in the various
nations where Haitians live.
The population of the Diaspora is approximately 4.5 million
native-born Haitians and with our children born outside of Haiti,
our population is approximately 10 million, equivalent to the Jewish
community. Haiti is really the Israel of African Americans. Haiti has
been the entity that has characterized our humanity in the last 200 or
so years, given its accomplishments in overthrowing the slavocracy.
The global Haitian community generates about $2 billion per year,
more than the $884 million in total U.S. assistance to Haiti in fiscal
1995-99. Haitian businesses import goods and services, including
from the Dominican Republic (DR), which occupies the eastern
five-eighths of the island of Hispaniola with Haiti. The DR’s economy flourishes as a result, and the ironic part is that poor Haitians are
Lott Carey Herald/Summer 2018

fleeing their country to work in the DR, which is producing goods
for Haiti.
I recently attended a meeting in Haiti with a grassroots organization to discuss common objectives. Building relationships is
important. The medicine, water purification kits, and goods we
send to the people are important. But the long-term goal is also
vital: focusing attention on Haiti.
Now that the Constitution grants dual citizenship, the large
numbers of educated Haitians living abroad looms large. It
represents a significant brain drain that has depleted much of our
workforce, the middle class, and our leadership.
The issue is not trying to get Haitians who live outside the
country to move to Haiti. It is to mobilize our forces, like the
Jewish people, to leverage them in terms of policy orientation to
support Haiti. We have to direct our attention in that way because
of the break that has existed between Haitians inside and Haitians
outside. That’s why we’re collaborating with various entities on
multiple levels in multiple fields.
The Hon. Lionel Jean-Baptiste is a circuit court judge in Cook County,
Illinois. He also is a Founding Member and President of the United
Front of the Haitian Diaspora.
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Men from Carries Village
come together for weekly
Bible study at Grace
Community Church.

BIBLE STUDY
RAINBOW HELPS
VILLAGERS
SEE BEYOND
STORMS

Pastor Jean-Claude Joseph leads a prayer session following the weekly Bible
study. Men from the Lott Carey missions team spoke on the Good Samaritan.
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I

t rained off and on for three days in Carries Village. As
the men headed to Bible study on Monday evening, the
storm clouds rolled again. Then the rain started. The rain,
coupled by flashes of lightning and booms of thunder,
continued to distract the residents of Carries. The weather
made it too easy to think about the natural disasters that have
hit this small village and the country—a mudslide in 2009,
an earthquake in 2010, and a tropical storm in 2015, which
prompted another mudslide in Carries. Twenty-seven homes
were destroyed and nearly 500 people were left homeless.
Now, the rain was falling again. But it subsided as the men
taught the parable of the Good Samaritan, and a rainbow
stretched over Carries. The rainbow, a touch of heaven on
earth, reminded all of God’s covenant to humanity. It represented hope as the mountains, people, and their homes were
accented by the colorful refraction of light and water.
In Bible study, the Lott Carey team read scriptures, Deacon
Herb Hawkins brought the teaching, and Pastor Jean-Cluade
Joseph of Mission of Grace International translated the following points from the Good Samaritan parable:
• Through the Good Samaritan’s experience, we see his eyes
were opened to the needs of the man. (Lott Carey saw the
needs in Haiti.)
• The Good Samaritan had compassion. (In missions
service, each of the Lott Carey missionaries must have an
open heart for humanity.)
• The Good Samaritan sacrificed his time. (Lott Carey
missionaries are sacrificing their time.)
• The Good Samaritan sacrificed his money. (Lott Carey
missionaries willingly give resources to serve the community.)
• The Good Samaritan did as Jesus Christ does for us.
(Lott Carey missionaries serve with love and don’t ask for
anything in return.)
Photos by Gabriel B. Tait;
Text by Gabriel B. Tait and Destini Lattimore
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WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY FUELS
HOPE FOR THE FUTURE

T

he atmosphere was intense in the women-only Bible study.
Women were crying and embracing one another. Claudia
Maxie and Martina Parker-Sobers, members of the Lott
Carey team, were finishing their dramatic rendition of
the Book of Ruth. Lynn Joseph’s eyes were full as she continued to
interpret the drama.
“We wanted to give the women hope,” Maxie said. “I chose that
topic because of the missions assignment. In Haiti, I saw people that
were surviving in very difficult circumstances and I wanted to deliver
a message or lesson that showed them there was hope. Hope for the
future. Hope for the betterment of their lives.”

The women talked about family dynamics and in-law relationships
and were asked if they felt accepted or not in their in-law relationships. “The real message was the continuous love that couldn’t be
broken by cultural differences,” Parker-Sobers said.
Maxie added, “At the end of the Bible study, we prayed with the
women. We asked them what do you want us to pray for? They
rushed up to the front and said pray for my son. Pray for my children. And I prayed in English and they speak (Haitian Creole), but
we connected. They cried, and I cried. It was a very emotional time.
The language barrier meant nothing.”
Photos and Text by Gabriel B. Tait
Lott Carey team members Claudia
Maxie (wearing headwrap) and Martina Parker-Sobers (in gold-and black
outfit) presented the Book of Ruth
during a women-only Bible study.
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GRACE SOUP KITCHEN PROVIDES
DAILY BREAD FOR VILLAGE

M

From pot to plate: Children enjoy meals prepared
by Ms. Didine.
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s. Didine sifts wheat as a large industrial pot of brown beans and rice
boils in the background at the Mission of Grace soup kitchen in Carries.
She is preparing to serve meals for about 250 residents.
Carries is an economically depressed rural community where few
opportunities exist for family members to work and earn money for food. Families rely
heavily on the Mission of Grace soup kitchen to provide meals, which it does once a
day, seven days a week.
Children, parents, and the elderly line up at noon with bowls, plates, and lunch pails
outside of the soup kitchen to sign in and receive their fill of food. The children are
served first, then the elderly, and then the rest. Each group take a seat at one of the
outdoor tables and is served.
“The soup kitchen has a special place in my heart because I love feeding people,”
Lott Carey team member Claudia Maxie said. “I like to see people fed, nourished, and
happy. The young men and women felt good about getting nourishment. It felt good
for me to be a part of that.”
Photos and Text by Gabriel B. Tait
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Members of the Lott Carey missions team, left, prepare to serve community residents at the Grace Community Soup Kitchen, which feeds nearly 250
people daily. Lott Carey’s Kathi L. Reid talks to children who are enjoying rice and beans.
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Day 3 Cambodia: Job 33:28-30

HAITI’S AMBASSADOR
DIPLOMATIC AS HE
MOVES THE CONVERSATION
BEYOND JUST MONEY
‘Some of the key issues that Haiti faces has nothing to do with money’
Interview and Photos by Mike Tucker

Photo: Embassy of Haiti

The ambassador
wants the world
to see Haiti in a
diﬀerent light.
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WASHINGTON, DC—
he Embassy of the Republic of Haiti is
a cascade of culture and history; Art—
both traditional and modern works—
are everywhere. Books adorn spacious
shelves in rooms that tout Haiti’s heroes
past and present, and then there’s Paul
Getty Altidor, named Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of Haiti to the U.S. in 2012. The title
sounds a bit highbrow but the man is an urbane diplomat
pushing a new vision of his country. Ambassador Altidor,
who graduated from Boston College and Massachussetts

Instute of Technology, wants to rid Haiti of its victim
persona. He says there’s so much to see and experience
on the island nation, so many exciting people to meet
and ventures to invest in, that he has taken a page from
the Obamas and opened the embassy beyond the routine
consular services—from fashion shows, to art exhibits
to informal chats along a muraled walkway. The ambassador wants you to get to know the people, culture, and
potential of Haiti so you will feel comfortable visiting as
a tourist and an investor. And he will soon get to show
off his country to a PBS crew traveling to Haiti to shoot
a history and culture documentary. Lott Carey Herald
Managing Editor Mike Tucker recently called on Haiti’s
envoy at the consulate in northwest Washington, D.C.,
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where he was greeted by aides and escorted
to the Altidor’s private office for an interview
and tour.
Haiti has been hit by one challenge after
another, yet it seems the people stay resilient.
Resilient. This is a word that we try not to
use because it’s beginning to lose its true
meaning. We are a country of survivors
despite the many challenges. But we’re confident that we will continue to move in the
right direction and eventually will thrive as a
community, as a country, as a people.
Are there more safety nets so that people
can see that the money they’re contributing is actually going toward helping and
not into private pockets?
Obviously, because of the challenges that
Haiti faces, money would be a necessary tool
to make certain that we move away from the
cycle of underdevelopment. That being said,
some of the key issues that Haiti faces has
nothing to do with money. It has to do with
our ability as a country to put the right institution in place. It has to do with the ability
to have the right conversation with some of
those folks who are bringing resources into
Haiti. We’re on a crusade right now to shift
the Haiti narrative, a conversation that for
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too long has been focused almost inclusively
on charitable giving toward Haiti rather
than a conversation of partnership between
people and countries. As important as money
may be down the road in addressing some of
Haiti’s problem, it’s not the most important
issue at stake for us. We’re trying to shift the
conversation in a different direction.
Why do you think money is just part of
the problem?
Haiti suffers from what many communities
in the United States suffer from—especially
in communities of color. Charity can do
something at the time of need. When Haiti
was hit with the earthquake there was a need
there and there was an outpour of support
for the people of Haiti. But I’m fearful of
charity in the context of perpetuity; it is a
problem rather than a solution to a problem.
It creates a cycle of dependency rather than
actually helping Haiti move out of cycle of
underdevelopment.
How would partnerships work?
Partnership means a variety of things to
different people, but let me give you an
example: Rather than have your average
American university spend resources to send
kids to Haiti to do missionary work during

spring break, I would rather that university
partner with a local university and have these
students sitting in Haitian classrooms for a
semester and learning about Haitian history
and interacting with Haitian students. What
does that do? It enables these American
university students to know the place better,
to understand the context better, to understand the complexity of the place better. So
when we think of partnership, it’s a different
way of looking at the world. Again, Haiti has
suffered for way too long with this whole notion of pity and charity, and we’re saying it’s
becoming detrimental to Haiti’s long-term
development process.
Detrimental? How?
When you’re gifting too much, folks are no
longer able to put their creativity to work. As
important as it may be to provide assistance
when people are in need, ultimately, we’re
trying to learn how to fish for ourselves. In
the American consciousness whenever the
word “Haiti” comes into play, it’s synonymous with something that has to do with
charitable giving.
Earthquake, mudslides, floods. How can
charity be a problem when there’s so much
need?
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The embassy’s exterior murals depict Haitian
history and lead to a relaxing courtyard.
Let me give you an example in terms of
disaster relief. People in Washington, D.C.,
New York, Boston, and Miami do a clothes
drive to help Haitians. Guess what? The last
hurricane that hit Haiti hard hit a portion
of Haiti, not the whole country. There’s a
young tailor in Haiti who could actually be
hired to make clothes for the local economy
and put people to work. But those people
are being crowded out because there are so
many clothes being donated. Now the young
tailor in town is being put out of business,
and you’re creating more dependency . . .
because of assistance.
So if I want to help Haiti you’re saying,
“Go ahead and give the $500 because it
may help. That’s nice.”
In fact, I’m saying something else. That $500
is okay but let’s not do that. Why don’t you
come to Haiti for a vacation, enjoy some of
the culture, explore. Come discover that side
of Haiti.
Come, relax, and swim.
Yes, and give a $10 tip to the person at the
bar serving your piña colada.
Are you suggesting a $10 tip would go
further . . .
. . . than the $500 you’re giving. In many
ways. Yes.
Really?
If you say you’re heading to Haiti, chances
are the gut reaction would be “what kind of
missionary work are you going there for?”
Exactly.
But if you say, “Actually, I’m going on
vacation” it would change something in their
minds. Haiti is no longer seen in terms of
clichés.
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Ambassador Altidor greets visitors from Queens, New York: Marithza Larosiliere; mom Marie
F. Celestin-Antoine; Marithza’s brother, Ritchie; Marie’s husband, Windy Antoine; the kids are
Annabelle, Amelia, Adrian and Jimi.
Tearing down stereotypes. Is that one motive behind embassy events for the public?
We do a variety of things here at the embassy
to showcase that other side of Haiti that folks
are not accustomed to.
So you open the house up to people so
they can see.
Exactly. Why is an embassy involved in a
fashion show? It’s our way of saying, “Hey,
there’s a nice suit. It’s made by a Haitian
designer.” So next time instead of thinking of
Haiti as a place you want to give a dollar, you
think of it as a place you want to do business
with? The next time you want to give a gift,
you think of buying Haitian products.
You want to compete in the marketplace
just like everyone else.

It’s our responsibility to put good products
out there. Even here at the embassy once a
month we do a pop-up show (to promote
Haitian culture and goods). We’re not in
the business of selling anything. We’re not a
transaction place. What we do is we invite
Haitian entrepreneurs to come to Washington. On a Sunday, the place is opened up
and it’s just a big marketplace with Haitian
products.
Mr. Ambassador, all your initiatives seem
to be aimed at resetting minds.
That’s the whole point. We have our own
stories that a lot of people—some by design
and some by ignorance—have failed to recognize. Now we’re saying, “I’m hoping you
can go beyond my thick accent and hear our
stories through our voices.”
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CARRIES HEALTH CENTER
MAKES WELLNESS
A POPULAR OPTION

A

healthcare worker walks past nearly 30 expectant and new mothers from
Carries Village. They are congregating around the entrance to Carries
Centre de Santé, the Carries Health Center. The women are waiting for Dr.
Gregory Menos and his staff to open the facility. Inside, Dr. Menos meets
with his staff of two nurses, an administrator, and volunteers to discuss the needs of the
day. It’s Wednesday, and prenatal care will be provided.
The clinic is a vital part of the community offering free medical services five days a
week, including pharmacy.
“In the six years we have been in Carries, we see a healthier community and we like to
think we have saved many lives because of our healthcare services,” said Kim O’Dwyer,
general manager of Mission of Grace. O’Dwyer adds, the health clinic was a priority for
the community because there was a “huge death rate of moms giving birth.”
One mother waiting is 29-year-old Oldethe Joseph. She’s looking forward to a prenatal
checkup and having her daughter, Theisha Marcelin, 2, examined.
In the back of the clinic, Lott Carey missionaries Martina Parker-Sobers and Claudia
Maxie are working with O’Dwyer to stuff wellness bags for the women visiting the clinic.
The clear bags include toothpaste, toothbrushes, dental floss, lotion, shampoo, hand sanitizer, and other toiletry items.
“I think we stuffed close to 100 bags,” Parker-Sobers said. “We were able to hand more
than half of those bags out to everybody.”
By the end of the day, the clinic had seen more than 50 patients. Many were new and
expectant mothers, but some were residents from the mountains seeking healthcare.
Without the clinic, healthcare would be a formidable challenge.
Photos and Text by Gabriel B. Tait
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Top left, then clockwise this page: New mothers and their children wait to be seen by Dr. Gregory Menos at the Carries Health
Clinic; Dr. Menos and Kim O’Dwyer at the entrance; children
waiting to be seen; Theisha Marcelin, 2, lays her head on Oldethe
Joseph’s lap while waiting. Joseph, an expectant mother, brought
her daughter to the clinic because she had a 102 degree fever; Dr.
Menos performs an ultrasound, one of up to 30 he may perform
every Wednesday.
Opposite page, clinic workers prepare a liquid treatment, while
Lott Carey team member Martina Parker-Sobers prepares wellness bags that include toothpaste, lotion, and other toiletries.
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Men from the Lott Carey mission team stopped by the Children of Grace Orphanage to say goodbye after spending a week working with locals.

LOTT CAREY CREW BUILDS
WALLS FOR ORPHANAGE,
TRUST WITH HAITIAN WORKERS

T

he five-man Lott Carey team arrived at the gates of the Children of Grace Orphanage
(COGO) around nine o’clock on a Monday morning. They were carrying gloves, jugs of
water, and a desire to help local builders construct the foundation and walls of a new boy’s
home at the orphanage. COGO has grown exponentially in the last five years—from five in
2009 to more than 85 today. This growth has helped the ministry realize developing boys and girls must
live in their own living quarters.
After greeting the local construction workers and receiving instructions, the group prayed and got to
work. They divided into groups—one helped shuttle buckets of cement from one end of the courtyard
to the other while another helped carry large limestone boulders to the southeast corner of the wall. The
men struck a work balance with water breaks and chatting with local workers.
“It was such an incredible time talking with the brothers out there on the construction site,” said Bryant Maxie, a first-time Lott Carey international missionary. “During our breaks we would sit under the
tree and talk about life.” Still, a few days later the group had done much of the heavy lifting completing
two walls.
Herbert Hawkins remembered, “The progress in seeing the walls built means we have contributed to
the legacy of this mission. The kids will soon have a safe place to live.”
At the end of the week, the crew returned to offer local workers their gloves, hats, and boots. They
prayed under the same tree they huddled under to talk, offering encouragement and blessings for the
project’s completion.
Photos and Text by Gabriel B. Tait
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Top, clockwise: Bryant
Maxie pumps iron with
a large rock; young helper
sets a leveling line during
construction; Maxie fist
bumps Will, one of the
boys who will benefit from
the project; Rev. Sewall
Smith and Ronald Dean
join the bucket brigade;
and Jersey Joe Wilson
shows pictures on his
mobile phone during a
break.
Lott Carey Herald/Summer 2018
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Lott Carey team member Claudia Maxie nailed her assignment with polish, style, and spirit.

FIRST-TIME LOTT CAREY
MISSIONARY SPREADS GOSPEL,
SHARES LOVE AND BRINGS JOY;
ALL IT TOOK WAS A LITTLE
NAIL POLISH
Photos and Text by Gabriel B. Tait

F

or Claudia Maxie, a first-time
international missionary and
new to the Lott Carey team, a
commitment to share the gospel
was presented in a unique
way when she accepted an
assignment at the Grace Elderly Home, also
known as the Grandmas’ House.
The home is in Carries, a small village
about 40 miles outside of the capital, PortAu-Prince. It is a two-story cinderblock
building that has beautiful olive exterior
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walls, a green metal roof, and white wrought
iron fencing encasing the home’s overlook.
Ten wooden rocking chairs grace the front
porch offering an antebellum southern feel.
According to Linotte “Lynn” Joseph,
founder of the Mission of Grace ministry of
which the Grandmas’ House is a part, there
are seven grandmas, two grandpas, and four
young adults with disabilities currently living
in the home. The mission is to ensure that
this segment of the population “finds peace
as they live out their last years of life and are
reminded that the old and ill are not worthless nor forgotten.” Maxie’s assignment was

to offer a small contribution to this group
of men and women who desired to still feel
special.

Godly Purpose
Christian service calls believers to make a
commitment of availability. They are called
to ready themselves for opportunities to
witness. Sometimes these opportunities are
in skill sets for which believers have been
prepared. For example, when Martina
Parker-Sobers, 75, arrived in Haiti with the
Lott Carey missions team, she served at the
Children of Grace Orphanage. In looking
Lott Carey Herald/Summer 2018

From left, Ms. Felicia, Ms. Elvina, and Ms. Nikola share a laugh during nail painting.
at the needs of the children and staff at the
orphanage, she realized her 55 years-plus of
counseling and social work experience was a
perfect fit for the mission.
And for others, there are situations where
one might be trained in one skill set, but in
the mission field they are called to adapt and
be available for something that was not on
their radar. This was the case when a group
of women brought a bag of nail polish to
Maxie. Through an interpreter and with
some hand gestures and beautiful smiles,
they asked and convinced her to paint their
nails. But all soon realized, the Holy Spirit
equips us all for what God calls us to do.
Stretched for Service
Initially, Maxie went to the Grace Elderly
Home to visit with the ladies living there
and spend time with them as they sewed.
“What was very comforting to me was to sit
at the lower level and sew. And we sewed for
a long time,” she said. However, she had to
adapt in the midst of her service as the ladies
made a different need known to her. “I was
at the mothers’ place to knit, but they asked
me to paint their nails,” Maxie remembered.
“I don’t do feet,” she added with an uncomfortable smile and a chuckle. “But, when I
saw women scratching their finger nails on
the wall, using safety pins to pick off the old
Lott Carey Herald/Summer 2018

paint, and selecting a new color, I realized
the situation was not about me.” Maxie
could not be an obedient servant and refuse
to tend to their needs.
Beauty is Skin Deep
Ms. Itelione was the first in line. She sat
down in an oversized rocking chair on the
porch and looked through the bag of about
25 to 30 bottles of polish. Her fingers
already had a pink coat. But she continued

to look for her color of choice. Itelione, held
the bottles up to the sunlight—pink, fuchsia,
green, light green, metallic gold, orange,
black, red, turquoise, so many choices. She
settled on red. It was a wonderful choice.
She gave Maxie her bottle and smiled.
While neither spoke the other’s language,
their connection was in the anticipation and
expectation that the job would be well done
and most appreciated.
After five minutes the hands were complete. Now on to the feet. This was wading
far out of Maxie’s comfort zone. “As I sat on
the stool below the women,” Maxie remembered, “they put their feet on my knee and
I thought about how Mary washed Jesus’
feet with her hair and tears.” Now, “If Mary
anointed Jesus in her act of worship, then I
could do the same,” she exclaimed! “I came
out of my comfort zone and I painted those
fingers and toes and they were happy! Their
happiness made me feel happy. It was a
really good experience.”
Ms. Felicia, Ms. Elvina, and Ms. Nikola
laughed as they watched the other women
get painted. They were thought to be holdouts but were secretly scraping away their
polish. “Are you ladies ready?” Maxie asked.
The interpreter followed with the same
question. With a nod and extension of their
hands they gave in one-by-one.
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Meet the team members who poured their
hearts, souls and minds into Haiti missions
Name, age: Jersey Joe “Papa Joe” Wilson Sr., 69, Haiti Mission
Team Leader.
City, State: Cornelius, North Carolina.
Home Church, Pastor: St. Paul Baptist Church, Charlotte, North
Carolina, Dr. Robert C. Scott.
Missions Experience: This is my fifth missions assignment to Haiti
in the last six years. I started serving on mission teams in 2012. All
assignments with Lott Carey.
Haiti Highlight: This assignment was a reminder that
I must continue to serve God in my full capacity.
We have partnered with Mission of Grace to help
them build homes, schools and churches. I am also
reminded that I have to get people more involved
from home to partner with the community here in
Haiti to help sponsor children to get them in school.
Define missions: Missions is spreading the Gospel and
serving the needs of your brothers and sisters. If you show compassion then they will open up to you and be willing to listen.
Missions has to take on a holistic approach.
Favorite Scripture: Psalm 121: 1-2.
Your insight as an African American missionary: On my first
missions assignment, a brother on the team said, “The only difference in Black folk in Haiti and Black folk in America is where we
were born.” A pastor from Haiti responded: “This is not at all true.
In America, you thank God for the material things you have. We
don’t have those things. We thank God for the relationships that we
have and we thank God that we have brothers and sisters that look
like us come over and help us.”
Name, age: David Henderson, 57.
City, State: Charlotte, North Carolina.
Home Church, Pastor: St. Paul Baptist Church, Charlotte, North
Carolina, Dr. Robert C. Scott.
Missions Experience: I have been on eight missions assignments.
This is my fifth to Haiti. I’ve also been to Flint, Michigan; Eastern,
North Carolina, and Atlantic City, New Jersey.
Haiti Highlight: There has been a lot of growth and
development since I started coming to Carries.
Buildings have come up one by one. The school,
clinic, boys home, and elders’ home are all helping
make the community better.
Define missions: Missions is being able to roll
up your sleeves and help God’s people all over the
world.
Favorite Scripture: Psalm 23.
Your insight as an African American missionary: Joy, laughter,
peace, happiness, and overall good communication and fellowship
is what I bring to the missions field.
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Name, age: Bryant Maxie, 44.
City, State: Burlington, New Jersey.
Home Church, Pastor: Tabernacle Baptist Church, Burlington, New
Jersey, Rev. Dr. Cory L. Jones.
Missions Experience: This is my very first missions assignment. This
assignment is part of my growth and learning. I have been learning a
lot from the Haitians and Lott Carey.
Haiti Highlight: Driving to Carries, you can see Haiti has
been devastated. But I also noticed that the Haitians we have been around do nothing but smile.
These folks are still happy. They refuse to give up.
They are using everything they have to continue
surviving.
Define missions: You are doing God’s work. And
I get to help someone because I have been blessed in
so many ways.
Favorite Scripture: Philippians 4:13.
Your insight as an African American missionary: I can’t say I struggle like Haitians struggle but I can relate historically. It’s all over the
world, not just here. And it all started with slavery. I have learned so
much from folks I have met here. I feel like I am with my family.

‘Everyone that I have met on a missions
assignment is taking their relationship to
a higher level with God.’
Name, age: Ronald Dean, 61.
City, State: Charlotte, North Carolina.
Home Church, Pastor: St. Paul Baptist Church, Charlotte, North
Carolina, Dr. Robert C. Scott.
Missions Experience: This is my fifth missions trip. All have been to
Haiti with Lott Carey, beginning in 2013.
Haiti Highlight: Growth. Progress in the building projects we started. I also see growth in the Haitians. They are being
loved and they feel more empowered. This is the
reason I keep coming back. Without missions
none of this would be possible.
Define missions: Missions is a relationship with
God. How can you serve Him if you don’t serve
your fellow man. So missions work starts right in
your church, home, and neighborhood.
Favorite Scripture: Psalm: 100:5.
Your insight as an African American missionary: I feel joy in my
heart that Haitians look at me and know that someone who looks
like them comes to see about them. Missions work has made me a
better Christian. Everyone that I have met on a missions assignment
is taking their relationship to a higher level with God.
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Name, age: Martina Parker-Sobers, 75.
City, State: Fort Lauderdale, Florida.
Home Church, Pastor: Restoring Grace Baptist Church, Fort
Lauderdale, Florida, Rev. Dr. Jerome Symonette.
Missions Experience: I have been on four missions–South Africa
in 2014 and Haiti in 2017 and 2018. I was a home missionary in
North Carolina and Arkansas for eight years.
Haiti Highlight: Watching God prepare me. I knew at
15 years of age that social work was my calling. God
is using all of the social work stuff now that I am
retired. It is blowing my mind to see how He is
pulling out skills that were planted 50 years ago.
Define missions: Missions is doing whatever is
necessary to help our brothers and sisters have a
better quality of life. God compels us to do it.
Favorite Scripture: Psalm 27:1.
Your insight as an African American missionary: God has a
purpose for everybody. We are saved to promote His will in our
lives and the lives of others, that He might get the glory. Because I
am a member of a group of people that has so often been disenfranchised, I have a greater understanding that God is the great
equalizer. I know I have a more serious responsibility to share the
love of Christ to those who don’t know him by living that love.

Name, age: Rev. Sewall B. Smith, 71.
City, State: Baltimore, Maryland.
Home Church, Pastor: Open Bible House of Prayer Baptist
Church, Baltimore, Maryland, which he pastors.
Missions Experience: Three missions, all with Lott Carey in
Haiti–2014, 2015, 2018.
Haiti Highlight: . . . that God has enabled me at this advanced
age to handle any assignment he sets before me. Additionally, the
receptiveness of the young men we have worked with
has been another highlight. When we were physically weak, they were physically strong for us.
Define missions: Missions is something you have
to experience for yourself. It is a feeling that when
you help someone they, in turn, are helping you
greatly to develop as a believer.
Favorite Scripture: Romans 8:28.
Your insight as an African American missionary: As African
Americans we have gone through things very similar to what
Haitians have gone through. We all came from the same Mother Continent. Some of my distant relatives are probably here in
Haiti, because they were dropped off at different ports. We were
considered cargo not people. So, we can identify with rising up
above obstacles.

Name, age: Deacon Herbert “Herb” Hawkins, 66, Haiti Missions
Team Photographer.
City, State: Washington, D.C.
Home Church, Pastor: Maple Springs Baptist Church, Capitol
Heights, Maryland, Rev. Dr. Jerome “Sam” Tarver.
Missions Experience: I have been on seven missions,
starting with the Dominican Republic in 2009 and
2010. Served with Lott Carey in Haiti, 2011-2013
and 2018.
Haiti Highlight: The recharging of my “Missions battery” and glorify God. Experiencing the
Haitian people and their thankfulness encourages
me to continue serving here.
Define missions: Missions is an action word. You have
to go in order to do. You have to sacrifice and give of yourself to
help someone. Whatever is needed you’ve got to be there.
Favorite Scripture: Psalm 27:1.
Your insight as an African American missionary: I try to see
people through Jesus’ eyes. I try to look at them as a person and I
love them as I love myself.

Name, age: Claudia Maxie, 49.
City, State: Burlington, New Jersey.
Home Church, Pastor: Tabernacle Baptist Church, Burlington,
New Jersey, Rev. Dr. Cory L. Jones.
Missions Experience: This is my first missions assignment.
Haiti Highlight: I taught from the Book of Ruth and my message
was on hope. I saw people that were surviving in very difficult
circumstances and I wanted to deliver a message that
showed them there was hope. The women were
excited to hear the story of Ruth. At the end of
the Bible study we prayed with the women. They
cried, and I cried. It was a very emotional time.
Define missions: I would say you have to
approach missions with an open mind. Walk in
with no expectations. Walk in prepared to return
home different. A change is going to happen. I now
have a new perspective on how different people live in another
country.
Favorite Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13.
Your insight as an African American missionary: I too am from
a developing nation–Jamaica. When I saw those little Haitian girls,
I felt like I was looking at myself when I was their age. When I saw
them running around on the rocks and the dirt, barefoot without
a care in the world, I felt like I was looking back at myself when
I used to live in Jamaica. I never saw missionaries. I didn’t know
what they were or that they existed. But being in Haiti with those
little girls and doing missionary work made me wish I had a missionary come and talk to me when I was their age.

‘I know I have a more serious
responsibility to share the love of
Christ to those that don’t know
Him by living that love.’

Photos and Interviews by Gabriel B. Tait
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Debriefings: Vital for missions service

E

ach evening six men and
three women from the Lott
Carey missions team would
sit around a table or two
and discuss the activities of their day.
Following the model of Jesus instructing His disciples in Luke 10, team
leader Jersey Joe Wilson “Papa Joe”
asked about their highs and lows of
service; how did God meet them and,
collectively, what the team gleaned
from their service? These questions
often revealed intimate moments that
strengthened and affirmed the group’s
resolve for missions service. The giveand-take also revealed how God is
moving through them.
Photos and Text by Gabriel B. Tait
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Lott Carey team conferring in a
land of challenge and beauty.
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